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‘We'e In the
pink in
our fabulous
home’

Richard Sorger and Gareth Williams
waited 12 years to renovate their Dalston house,
turning a rabbit warren of rooms into
an open plan home, says Ruth Bloomfield

hefirstthingyou
notice when
you arrive at
Richard Sorger
and Gareth Wil-
liams’s house in
Dalston is the
euphoric wel-
come offered by Chunky, their 10-year-
old Boston terrier.

The second thing is the kitchen,
which is, well, rather pink — right from
its concrete work tops and kitchen
island to the paintwork on its floor-to-
ceiling cabinets.

Predictably for a couple who are both
thoroughly immersed in fashion and
design, the inspiration for this stylish
but rather polarising space came from
a hip Swedish fashion house.

“Itis actually the pink of Acne Studio’s
branding and bags, and we fell in love
with it years ago,” explains Sorger, 51,
who is an associate professor in fashion
at Kingston University.

To recreate the hue the couple
hunted down a supplier of pink con-
crete and then colour matched its
paint. Taps, pendant lights and hard-
ware are all black, and the sides of the
worktop are clad with a beautiful cop-
per panel.

“We have had quite a few negative
reactions to it — I think it is love it or
hate it,” says Williams, 55, who is head
of the design department at Middlesex
University. “It doesn’t matter to us
though; we did it for us not because we
want to flip the house”

In fact, Williams and Sorger have
owned their three-bedroom house
since 2007, but lack of funds meant that
they did not get around to rethinking
its layout or its style until 2019.

“What we really liked about it was that
it was wide, so the space was lateral,”
says Williams. “But it was in a bit of a
state and the layout didn’t work at all.
It was a rabbit warren of small rooms
with very little access to the house.”

At the time, the only works they were
in a position to do were cosmetic —
painting walls and installing an Tkea
kitchen.

“It was kind of papering over the
cracks,” says Sorger.

We have
had quite
afew
negative
reactions...
it doesn’t
matter to
us though;
we did it

forus”
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WHATIT COST
©® Three-
bedroom
house in2007:
£775,000

® Rear
extension and
renovation:
£250,000

©® Similar,
nearby houses
have sold:
£11mto £1.2m

ENOUGH WAS ENOUGH

By 2019, Sorger and Williams had
had enough of making do and hired
Bradley Van Der Straeten architects to
revamp the mid-19th-century house.
They suggested gutting the ground
floor, removing all but one of its main
walls to get rid of the many separate
rooms. To enlarge the living space, they
designed a full-width extension push-
ing outward into the garden and rebuilt
an old lean-to with an outrigger exten-
sion, which now houses the kitchen.

The back wall of the house is now
mostly glass, which means that the
garden takes centre stage wherever you
are on the ground floor.

All the tearing down of walls meant
that massive new steel beams needed
to be inserted to hold the house up.
Painted blue, these have been left
exposed. The original floorboards were
irreparably wonky and have been
replaced by smart herringboned oak
boards, while the original staircase,
with its impractically steep and narrow
treads, has been replaced by a smart
enclosed plywood flight of steps.

Upstairs the back wall was torn down
and the rear bedroom extended out-
ward over the new kitchen, giving extra
space to fit in a second bathroom.

The kitchen’s pink theme is picked
up here and there around the rest of
the house, the living room sofa and the
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bedding in the master bedroom. In
general Sorger and Williams went for
a palette of rather sober greys and
whites, plus natural materials includ-
ing wood and exposed brick.

“There are actually not many colours
in here,” says Williams. “We didn’t go
for much pattern either.”

ALL IN THE DETAIL

Given their design backgrounds, the
attention to detail in this project has
been forensic — from the way the brick
paving in the garden is designed to
mirror the herringbone pattern of the
internal floors, to the sight lines
through the house so that almost
everywhere you stand you can see the
outdoors.

Even the new pond was carefully
placed within a raised bed so it is pos-
sible to sit at the dining table and watch
the fish swimming.

One thing they didn’t have to worry
about when planning the house was
furnishing. They already had a won-
derful collection of modern design
pieces (Williams was formerly a cura-
tor at the V&A'’s furniture department),
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Itwas a

bit nerve-
wracking
that there
was nobody
on the site
forweeks

at the

start of the
pandemic

and only invested in a new sofa to
replace their rather ancient one and a
larger dining table since they now have
the space.

SUMS AND SETBACKS

The work was carried out between
December 2019 and November 2020
and cost about £250,000 to execute, a
sum comfortably covered by the area’s
rise in house prices since 2007.

The timing wasn’t the best — the
house was basically a building site
when the first lockdown was
announced in March 2020. “It was a bit
nerve-wracking that our house had
basically been knocked down and there
was nobody working on the site for
seven weeks at the start of the pan-
demic, but in the end it wasn’t very
delayed,” says Williams.

The couple have been working from
home at their newly renovated house
for the past year or so, busy in the gar-
den in their spare time, and are still
thrilled with what they have achieved.

“I don’t want to sound smug, but we
are still really enjoying living here,” says
Williams. “The novelty hasn’t worn off”

Design duo: the
couplein their
living room, far left,
with 10-year-old
Boston terrier,
Chunky, and their
collection of
modern design
pieces

Green flash:

the entire ground
floor has sight
lines to the garden
and there are even
views of the fish
pond from the
dining table

standard.co.uk/homesandproperty

Close eye:
Richard Sorger and
Gareth Williams'
attention to detail
can be seen in the
way the garden
paving mirrors
the herringbone
pattern of the
kitchen’s wood
flooring

Good natured:
glass walls mean
the garden takes
centre stage, right,
and a bathroom
features black
fixtures pop
against the mint
green tiling
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— Clay plant pot, from £5
il (6.5cm width) to £110 (38cm), {
at patchplants.com -
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EM77 kettle by
Stelton, £72,
at amara.com
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GETTHE LOOK

Frame dining chair
by Wouter Scheublin

for Established & Sons,
£492, at nest.co.uk

Alphabeta Pendant
Light trio by Luca
Nichetto, from
£1,280, at hem.com

Copperand glass
Tank vase by

. Tom Dixon, £125,
s77 attomdixon.net

Mariposa sofa by Edward Barber & Jay Osgerby for Vitra,
in pale rose, from £6,000, at scp.co.uk
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NEXT TO
40-ACRE
LAMPTON PARK

D

CONCIERGE

LAMPTON

PARKSIDE

WEST LONDON TW3

ACT NOW AND SAVE £1,000s
ON A BEAUTIFUL NEW HOME

Reserve your new home at Lampton Parkside and for a limited time,
we'll pay your Stamp Duty.* Plus, if you are a first time buyer and reserve
your home in The Bellevue, you can benefit from Help to Buy: Equity Loan**

&

and reserve with just a 5% deposit.

Contact us today and discover for yourself these contemporary homes,

ideally located on the edge of Lampton Park and a short walk from

4 MINUTES’ WALK
TO HOUNSLOW
CENTRAL STATION

v/ Contemporary designed kitchen with
fully integrated appliances included
v All carpets and flooring included

PRIVATE OUTDOOR
SPACE TO
EVERY HOME

p
Y,

Backed by
HM Government

the tube and town centre.

v Full height windows
~ Underfloor heating
v/ 10 year NHBC warranty

STUDIO, 1,2 AND 3
BEDROOM APARTMENTS s
o . mag
PRICES FROM €275.000 7z

5 STAR HOME BUILDER
‘CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

SALES SUITE AND SHOW APARTMENT OPEN DAILY, 10AM - 5:30PM

LamptonParkside.co.uk

020 3959 0900
LAMPTON PARKSIDE SALES SUITE, LAMPTON ROAD, TW3 4FD
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*Stamp Duty Paid offer requires a reservation to be made by 31st July 2022 and is subject to qualification criteria. **Help to Buy: Equity Loan T&Cs apply, applicable to first time buyers only. For further information: ownyourhome.gov.uk. Prices correct at time of going to press.

Computer generated image is indicative only. Travel times are approximate.



